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Elk Country Animal Shelter

Barks ‘n Meows
         Fall 2010 (989) 785-3738 www.elkcountryanimalshelter.org 11484 Youngs Rd. • P.O. Box 434, Atlanta, MI 49709

2011 Precious Pets Calendar Update
The Precious Pet calendar was a very successful fundraiser. It

was a great deal of fun watching the pet photos as they were
entered. Thank you to all who entered their pets; there were 50
pet photos entered! The total money raised in votes ($) by each
individual pet photo added up to over $5600! The winner Kit
owned by Ellen Turkovich raised $635.71. WOW! You took
my breath away; I never expected the donations to add up to so
much. Each person who participated in this contest, from the
guy who voted at the gas station with his change to the pet owner
who entered their pets photo, was instrumental in helping make
this such a huge success.
Calendars have been printed and are available in Atlanta at the

Shelter, The Tribune, and the Library, in Hillman at A1 Woods
and Waters and That Awesome Hair Place. Lewiston has them
at My Sisters Stone Cottage, The Library and the Wood Stove
Place, and in Gaylord they can be found at Hall Veterinary
Clinic. The cost is $10.  They can also be mailed to you for an

added cost of $2.50; just call the Shelter 989-785-3738 and
place your order.

Saturday, September 24th was the draw-
ing for the Elk Country Animal Shelters
2010 ATV Raffle. At 7p.m. that night the
lucky tickets were drawn, the Grand Prize,
the ATV, was won by Don Carson of
Claire, who bought his ticket at the Hillman
Street Drags. Second place was Elk View-
ing Dinner Ride for two at Thunder Bay
Resort, Hillman, won by Tammy Edwards
of Alpena. Third place was a Golf Package
for four-18 holes with cart at Thunder Bay
Resort, Hillman won by John Hassel of
Atlanta. Thank you to all who purchased a
ticket and to all those volunteers who hauled
the ATV around to the various festivals and
fairs and gave up their Saturdays selling
tickets. You are all awesome and it takes
each one of you to keep the shelter going.

And the Winner Is...

Winners - Mr. and Mrs. Don Carson and their adopted shelter dog Claire
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Show Your Support
Inside or Out

Help support the Shelter with brick pavers to be displayed
outside, and  beautifully etched black granite plaques to
be displayed inside the shelter.
Below is a list of ways to honor your family, an event -
such as a birthday, family reunion or anniversary, or a
memorial tribute for a beloved friend, family member or
pet and show your support for the Elk Country Animal
Shelter.
Brick-size Paver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Limit of 2 lines 13 characters
8" x 8" Paver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250
Great for those needing more room
12" x 12" Paver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500
Enough room for a business logo
6" X 6" Black Granite Plaque etched with your inscription
and a photo if desired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80
If you are interested in any of the above, Pauline at 989-
785-3738.

Forms available online at
www.elkcountryanimalshelter.org/FORMS

     Elk Country
   Animal Shelter

P.O. Box 434 • 11484 Youngs Road
Atlanta, MI 49709

Phone:  989-785-3738
www.elkcountryanimalshelter.org

Your Help is Needed
We canWe canWe canWe canWe can’t do it alone. The Elk Country’t do it alone. The Elk Country’t do it alone. The Elk Country’t do it alone. The Elk Country’t do it alone. The Elk Country
Animal Shelter is a private, nonprofitAnimal Shelter is a private, nonprofitAnimal Shelter is a private, nonprofitAnimal Shelter is a private, nonprofitAnimal Shelter is a private, nonprofit
organization. We receive no funds fromorganization. We receive no funds fromorganization. We receive no funds fromorganization. We receive no funds fromorganization. We receive no funds from
the county, state or federal government.the county, state or federal government.the county, state or federal government.the county, state or federal government.the county, state or federal government.
We receive no funds from national groupsWe receive no funds from national groupsWe receive no funds from national groupsWe receive no funds from national groupsWe receive no funds from national groups
such as the ASPCA or the Humane Societysuch as the ASPCA or the Humane Societysuch as the ASPCA or the Humane Societysuch as the ASPCA or the Humane Societysuch as the ASPCA or the Humane Society
of the United States, nor are we afilaiatedof the United States, nor are we afilaiatedof the United States, nor are we afilaiatedof the United States, nor are we afilaiatedof the United States, nor are we afilaiated
with those groups. We are funded solelywith those groups. We are funded solelywith those groups. We are funded solelywith those groups. We are funded solelywith those groups. We are funded solely
by donations.by donations.by donations.by donations.by donations.

Memorials
Welcome

Remember friends, relative and pets through a memo-
rial contribution to the Elk Country Animal Shelter. The
Shelter gratefully acknowledges these gifts with a card
to the family on behalf of the Shelter and the donor(s).
Gifts, whether large or small help ensure that the shelter
will grow and continue to serve as a vital resource for the
community for years to come. All the memorial contri-
butions are tax deductible within the limits provided by
the law. In planning your estate, please remember the
Elk Country Animal Shelter Endowment Fund.

We have opened our shelter building and now need
your support more than ever.

Board of Directors:

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . Sarah Prince
Vice-President  . . . . Rosemary Nuhfer
Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . Pat Crawford
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Hubbard
Board Member  . . . . . Pauline Hancock
Board Member  . . . . . . Sharon Rickard
Board Member  . . . . . . . . Carol Young

Contact List:
If you want to help with any of our projects, these are the
people to contact:

Atlanta:    Pat Crawford, (989) 785-4636

Hillman:   Robin Smiley (989) 370-2569

Lewiston: Katie or Steve Schlecht (989) 786-5585

Meetings are usually at 7pm the second Thursday of
the month. Join us at our new building on M32 next to the
Sheriff’s Department. Specifics are in the local paper
the week before or listed on our website.

Mission Statement: The Elk Country Animal Shelter
shall be committed to providing a caring shelter and
eventual placement of adoptable animals; be advocates
for companion animals; provide education on the proper
care of animals and promote understanding of the need
to control the population of unwanted animals.
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All dogs need some kind of daily exercise in order to expend
energy and to be healthy. Regardless of the weather, they still
must have mental and physical stimulation. However, on
those inevitable days when there is just too much wind, snow/
rain and cold, you may not be able to get your dog out as much
as you would otherwise choose. On those days it is helpful to
have on hand several ways to help your dog cope with
boredom right in your own home. Here are a few.
1. FOOD DISPENSING TOYS. Rubber Kongs can be

stuffed with a great variety of treats of all textures and tastes.
There are many types of food dispensing toys now available
at stores and on-line. Check out Kong wobblers, Kibble
Nibble toys, Orbee Treat Spot toys, and Buster Cubes.
2. KIBBLE HUNT. Instead of placing your dog’s food in a

bowl as usual, where he can finish it in a few seconds, you can
put the food to work for you by making him search for it with
his nose. Consider crating him while you hide small pieces
around the house, then release him to “kibble hunt”. Start by
making the piles easy to find and then progress to more
difficulty as he becomes more adept at it.
3. DOGGIE PLAY DATE. If your dog has a favorite

playmate, consider scheduling a play session. Before your
dog’s pal arrives, be sure to puppy proof and pick up all
breakables and valuables as this can, of course, get quite
rowdy!
4. SHAPING GAMES. “Shaping” provides great mental

exercise for your dog, and a good shaping session can tire the
dog’s brain out while relieving stress and boredom. Teaching
your dog new behaviors is fantastic for his/her confidence
too. To find out more about “shaping”, look up “dog shaping

RAIN or SHINE: Ways to
Engage Your Dog Indoors

WORD OF THE MONTH:
AWAIT - Anticipate, expect, guess, hang,
hope, look, ponder, stay, tarry, trust, wait,
WISH.

Come in and see the animals that AWAIT
your love and kindness.

Dogs’ eyes have large pupils and a wide field of vision,
making them really good at following moving objects.
Dogs also see well in fairly low light.Pet Trivia:

Emily, our Humane
Education dog

behavior.” There are many
websites offering tips on
this valuable activity.
5. PLAY HIDE AND

SEEK. This is a great way
to exercise your dog’s mind
and body and recall skills.
Family members should
stock up on great treats as
they take turns hiding
around the house, calling
the dog to them, and re-
warding him/her when she arrives. When the dog finishes,
say loudly, “All done!”, which tells the next family member
to call him/her.
6. NOSEWORK. Canine nose work is a great new sport

that can be done in your house. All you need to start are some
tasty treats. For more information on canine nose work, visit
www.funnosework.com.
7.FETCH. For dogs that love to “fetch”, hallways or

basements can sometimes be used for limited  toss and return
games.

There are MANY websites offering indoor dog activities,
and we have only listed a very few here. Remember,
however, that your dog still needs physical exercise outdoors
if at all possible, even though it might mean getting a warmer
jacket or putting boots on your dog. Best of all, all the
exercise your dog gets, you also get, and that’s great for you
too!
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Stuff the Truck
We had our “Stuff the Truck” event again this past

Labor Day and what a day it was – very cold, rainy and
very windy!  But our volunteers hung in there in spite of
the weather and made it a great success.  The carefully
lettered banners got wet and fell apart, but they still filled
the truck!  One lady shopped just for this event and gave
us a whole cart-full!  Besides all the food, litter, toys and
cleaning products we received $397.83 in cash.

Your hometown newspaper
Your fast, effective advertising media
Your promoter of events and services
Your printer of tickets, brochures and flyers

785-4214                                   Atlanta, MI 49709

Letter from the Director

A shelter volunteer accepts a donation at the Alpena
Walmart, during a Stuff the Truck event.

Fall Garage Sale Well Attended
Beautiful weather aided in the success of the animal shelters

annual fall garage sale held at the fairgrounds Labor Day
weekend. The quantity of donated sale items was down sub-
stantially, but the quality of the items was fantastic. The
generosity of the shoppers was awesome, and the sale netted
over $4,600.
A big thank you goes to all who donated items or bought

treasures. Your donations will help to feed and house many
animals this winter.
Don’t forget, there will be another garage sale Memorial Day

weekend. Unfortunately, we cant provide storage for sale
items, but we hope youll start collecting items to donate.

We can’t believe summer is already over and the holidays
right around the corner. What does this mean for the shelter
and the animals in our care?
We have had a good summer with many adoptions taking

place for both dogs and cats but the number of animals
coming in has increased. This has put a strain on the shelter
and tested our abilities. We have had to work harder and
faster without cutting corners; find innovated ways to safely
and comfortably house our dogs and cats until we have room
to breathe; reaching out to good rescues or other safe shelters
to take one or two of our dogs to make room for the new ones
coming in.
Our volunteers have been great under the added pressures;

we all know why we work so hard – it’s for the animals. It’s
for the stray, starving, pregnant husky that gave birth to seven
healthy pups less than a week after she came into the shelter;
it’s for the frightened Bassett hound brought to us because his
owner was deployed to Afghanistan; it’s for the little kittens
left on someone’s porch on Halloween night, the blind
Beagle mix found stray on the road and the Labrador left all
alone when his family just moved away and left him behind.
We have to continue doing what we do because they need

us, and they need all of us. The shelter volunteers/staff that
physically cares for them, the community that continues to
give food, gas cards, money for special needs animals, the
volunteers that work so hard on our fundraisers and the
people who support them, and  the very special people that
give these dogs and cats another chance a life – a wonderful
forever home!
The past holiday seasons have shown so much generosity

for the shelter, we hope this year we will continue to be
blessed with such caring people.
We hope everyone has a wonderful, healthy and safe

holiday season!
Sincerely;
Pauline Hancock
Executive Director
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Rochelle & Stephen Haeussler
1415 West Main Street, Gaylord, MI 49735

Phone (989) 731-4200 • Fax (989) 731-4203

The name of the dog from “The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas” is Max.Pet Trivia:

Lucy the Goose
As written by Pauline Hancock
There was a goose (Lucy, and her boyfriend is Ricky) hanging

out at a house by the courthouse in Atlanta (on the water).
The people had been feeding the geese, but Lucy showed up

one day a few weeks ago with fishing line tied around her legs;
she was hobbled and could only take little baby steps, stumble
and fall.
The lady and her husband were so concerned about Lucy.  It

just broke their hearts to see her like this, day after day so they
called the shelter.  I went over there with Diane, armed with a
3 ft. cat snatcher and a dog noose, got about 10 feet from her and
she took off flying. Our capture tools turned out to be a joke for
catching geese, especially ones that could fly.
Well, since the lady could get very close to them as she fed

them bread, another attempt was made with a blanket - that
didn’t work well at all so I told the lady to find someone with
a big net.  The goose might not see the net and she could be quick
with it.
Well, yesterday she got a net from the DNR and managed to

net ole Lucy. She called me and the DNR lady (Jennifer) and we
went over there. I held Lucy while Jennifer cut the line between
the legs but she had that stuff wound so tightly around her legs
that it was embedded so deep you couldn’t even see it (just like
old wire that wrapped around a tree a million years ago).
The volunteer veterinarians were still at the shelter (Dr. Jenn

and Dr. Leslie) so we jumped in my truck and headed west....as
Jennifer held her wings and I held her neck and covered her
eyes, Dr. Jenn held another dangerous business end - Lucy’s
free foot.
Dr. Leslie with great eyes and lots of experience with tangled

fence wire, un-wound the fishing line that was wound over,
under, backwards and every which way. She had to just gently

tug to see which way each piece was going. Each piece that
became free from Lucy’s leg got a hurray from all four of us and
the pile of fishing line aka suture material to our veterinarians
was growing and growing.  We couldn’t believe how much line
was wrapped so tightly around her feet. The first leg started to
bleed after the last piece of line was removed but wasn’t bad and
by the time the other leg was free of line the first leg clotted and
quit bleeding.
We loaded her back up and took her back to her true love,

Ricky. She took off running like geese like to do, first time she
could do that in a long time, one foot after the other, big long
strides and wings flapping and into the water she went, swim-
ming out into the water heading for Ricky. Ricky jumps in from
the opposite bank swimming to his lost love! End of story!
 The moon was right on this one, everyone just happened to be

close by to come safe Lucy’s life. She would not have lasted
much longer.
Hurray for Lucy and Ricky…they can now fly south together.



6

H APPY  T AILS

Dickens

Beagle Manor 2006

Dickens 2010

Around June 2006 Dickens, a senior beagle, had been at the
Sherriff’s Department’s outdoor kennels for quite some time.
An answered plea from Vicky’s Pet Connection brought him
a wonderful new home. She had a foster home they called “The
Beagle Manor”, the Reincke family had a soft spot for senior
beagles. Dickens moved in with them as a temporary foster
dog, well Dickens had other ideas he knew this was his forever
home from the moment he arrived. It took the Reincke family
a little while longer to make it official.
This is an update we recently received on Dickens:
Dickens is napping close by to me and looked so peaceful I

had to take a photo. He has been one of the most special dogs
ever and has brought more joy to me than I could ever relate.
He is slowing down quite a bit these last few months... I think
he is pushing 15-16 years now. His heart conditions have
thankfully not progressed much, but the arthritis in his back
seems to be bothering him more these days. BUT he still runs
to his food bowl with the others, enjoys his short walks, can still
jump on the couch and wags his tail every waking moment...
life is still real good.
I hope all is well with you up in the Northern country! I was

thinking of you the other day because I ran into Cola at the vet.
She still has some mysterious urinary/kidney issues, but her
family loves her and she looks very happy... a little chubby, but
happy. :)
Shannon

Update from the
Beagle Manor
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H APPY  T AILS

For Sale: Approximately 8-9 month,
17 lb. black, mixed breed puppy, re-
cently adopted from Elk Country Ani-
mal Shelter. Puppy is happy, full of
pep and energy and absolutely loves
people and other dogs.
Unfortunately, she has just learned

how to jump onto the dining room
table. We don’t mind dogs that eat
shoes, eat all paper and tissue prod-
ucts, track mud and leaves onto the
carpet, and sit on the window sill while
licking the glass, but jumping onto the
table it just too much!

Molly

Dog For Sale
(Never In A Million Years)

Expenses incurred so far: adoption
fee, small crate, larger crate, 10 dog
toys, two boxes of Kleenex, three kinds
of treats, leash, retractable leash, new
pair of flip-flops for owner, several
pencils and pens, a couple of tooth-
brushes, two trips to veterinarian, very
expensive, but healthy dog food rec-
ommended by pet store owner, brush,
deodorizer, blanket, bowls, new
gloves for owner.
Dog is currently sleeping peacefully

on a pillow. She looks so cute and
sweet I guess we’ll keep her.

Cats have an average of 24 whiskers, arranged in four
horizontal rows on each side.Pet Trivia:

Did you know you can help the Shel-
ter by simply signing up for Pioneer
Telephone long distance service?
Refer a friend is a reward system

developed by Pioneer telephone that
gives credit to a Pioneer customer who
refers new customers to the service.
When a referral is done, the referring
customers must wait until the referred
customer has gone through 2 billing
cycles with usage. Once this has been
accomplished, the referring customer
will receive a $10 credit on the next
month’s invoice. Elk Country Animal
Shelter is a customer of Pioneer Tele-
phone Service. You can find them at
www.pioneertelephone.com or call 1-
877-492-6878 to get this service
hooked up in your home.

FYI

Cookbook Project
Have a favorite recipe? Want to share it

with the rest of us? ECAS is going to
publish a cookbook that we will have for
sale. We are looking for recipes for people
and pets. Does your pet have a favorite
treat you make? We would like to have it
for our pet section in the cookbook.
This will be a winter project; we will

start collecting recipes after the holidays.
So look up those favorite recipes for pies,
breads, casseroles, venison, cookies, pet
treats, pickles, sauces,  etc. We will need
measurements, oven temperature, how
long to cook it, how many it feeds, direc-
tions to put it all together and most impor-
tant your phone number in case we have
questions.
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7930 Mitchell Rd.
Atlanta, MI 49709
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Cats can learn tricks….

They just sometimes choose not to.Pet Trivia:

We continue our senior cats for senior citizens program.
Seniors wishing to adopt a mature cat pay only ½ the
regular adoption fee.
Cats can promote a person’s well being and are great

company.  These cats are already  spayed or neutered, have
all their shots, have been tested for feline leukemia and are
micro chipped.
If ever you cannot take care of them any more, they will

be welcome back to our shelter.

Seniors

Help is just a phone call away!

Pet Education Center
Is your dog digging through your flower beds or Kitty is

not using the litter box? Well these people can help you with
any pet behavior (dog, cat or other).  You just call this number
248-650-0127, leave a message regarding the specific behavior
question and they will have a trained behavior representative
return your call. They also answer questions via email.
Simply log on to www.michiganhumane.org and click on
behavior and training. There is no charge for this service.

Michigan Humane Society
BEHAVIOR HELP LINE

248-650-0127
Leave a message and they

will return your call

Is Your Dog
Digging?  Your
Cat Not Using
the Litter Box?The animal shelter’s annual dinner and auction held at the

Hillman Community Center Nov. 7 once again was a huge
success. Over 200 people turned out to enjoy an absolutely
delicious turkey dinner.
 A wide variety of items was available on the Chinese

raffle, silent auction and live auction. Folks did some
Christmas shopping and went home with lots of treasures.
 When the bills are all paid and all is said and done it is

expected that the event will show a profit of approximately
$4,600. A big thank you goes to everyone who had a part
in this project, both workers and those enjoying the dinner
and auction. Thanks for again being so generous in helping
the homeless animals in the Montmorency County area.

Dinner was great!
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SJK Johnson & Schulze PC
Certified Public Accountants

Shanna Johnson & Kristy Schulze

1223 S. State Street; Ste A
P.O. Box 901

Alpena, MI 49707

(989) 354-8707
Fax (989) 354-8708

The Elk Country Animal Shelter is looking for hard
working, dedicated, dependable volunteers! Many tal-
ents are needed – fundraising, lawn care, landscaping,
laundry, kennel cleaning, cat care,  etc. We even need
adults to come and let the dogs
out to go potty in the afternoon.
The pay is lousy – there is none,
but the rewards are tremen-
dous!  These dogs and cats need
care and attention; you can
make a difference in their lives.
Not to mention the joys of see-
ing one leave to his or her new
forever home – and you helped
make that happen no matter
what role you play at the shel-
ter!
Can’t work with the animals?

Well, we have laundry that
never ends, dishes to wash, crates that need to be cleaned,
events that need to be organized… all this and more are
daily tasks needed to keep the Shelter up and running.
If you have already filled out a volunteer form and we

haven’t called you please give us a call and remind us.
989-785-3738.

We need you!

Help Wanted:

Recycling Day Was Successful
What a surprise! A metal recycling day was tried for the first

time Oct. 23 at the shelter. Cars and trucks rolled in all day and
some even returned with more loads. In the end there was an
excess of two pickup and two trailer loads ready to go to be
recycled. Donated items included everything from clothes
dryers and lawn mowers to cans of screws and nails.
Proceeds from this event will go into a spay and neuter fund.

Plans are already in the works for a spring recycling day, so
please start saving anything made of metal or containing metal
of any kind.

Are you approaching a milestone and having a party? A
birthday, anniversary or retirement perhaps?
Avoid receiving those silly gifts and stuff you don’t

really need by requesting gifts for the Elk Country Animal
Shelter!
Your guests can memorialize your milestone and serve

the community by helping the Shelter.
Call the Shelter at 989-785-3738.

Host a Shelter Party
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Kids Fun Page:
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WISHLIST:
Towels, Paper towels
MilkBone type crunchy treats
Gas cards, Please, please, please. (Mail to P.O. Box
434, Atlanta, MI 49709)
Buckle collars, new or used (in good condition)
mostly medium and large size
Bleach, Dawn dish soap, Clorox Clean Up
HE Laundry Detergent, fabric softener and softener
sheets
OdoBan (Available Home Depot, WalMart in Clean-
ing section)
Non-scoopable kitty litter, Feline pine litter
Kitty litter pans
Animal Crates (plastic airline type)
Kuranda Beds
Fleece fabric for making dog/cat items
8½x11 photo paper
HP printer Ink #95 or #96
Pedigree dry dog food, small bites
Cash for special medical needs, please specify on
check “medical” or “vet care”
And warm, safe, loving homes for all of them

                           I am interested in the efforts of the Elk Country Animal Shelter              
  and wish to contribute in the following ways. 

 
      Name__________________________________________________ 
  
      Address________________________________________________ 
 
      City/State/Zip__________________________________________________ 
 
      Phone______________________ 
 
      Email __________________________________ 
 
      Can you donate your time? _______Will you work on a committee?_______ 
 
    MEMBERSHIPS      DONATIONS 
 ____ Individual $10.00  ____ General Use    
 ____ Family $25.00  ____ Building Fund 
 ____ Business $50.00  ____ Medical for Animals 
 ____ Junior or Senior $8.00 ____ Spay and Neuter program 
 ____ Pet $5.00   ____ Mortgage   
 ____ Friend $100   
 ____ Sponsor $250  Business memberships will get a free business 
 ____ Major $500  card ad in each newsletter for current year. 
 ____ Lifetime $1000  Please include your business card 

2011      
PLEASE CHECK  
APPROIATE BOX 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Elk Country Animal Shelter shall be 
committed to providing a caring shelter 
and eventual placement of adoptable 
animals; be advocates for companion 
animals; provide education on the proper 
care of animals and promote understand-
ing of the need to control the population 
of unwanted animals. 

PLEASE INCLUDE MEMBERSHIP FEE 
AND/OR DONATION AND MAIL TO: 

Elk Country Animal Shelter 
11484 Youngs Road 

P.O. Box 434 
Atlanta, MI  49709 

 

RENEWAL    
NEW MEMBER 
CONTRIBUTION  ONLY 

ELK COUNTRY ANIMAL SHELTER
2011 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
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Read
Molly’s
Story

Inside!

Elk Country Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 434
Atlanta, MI 49709-0434

Address Service Requested
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Elk Festival Pet Show
This year s Elk Fest was a bit of a challenge. The wind blew

dangerously the whole day on Friday; much too windy to try
putting up our booth, under a tree swaying in the breeze. So
we missed the damp, windy festivities on Friday,  but bright
and early Saturday the volunteers got things under way.
This year there was a Pet Parade that led to the Pet Show.

There was a good turnout even though it was a very damp,
drizzly, weekend.  Our supporters came through with
strong ATV ticket sales and the drawing went off at 7p.m.
Thank you to all who stopped by our booth we enjoy

hearing from you, and we even got to see a few furry friends
with their new owners. It makes it all worth the effort when
we see the animals we have helped in the journey through
their lives find that forever home!


